FYI—How Your Teacher Scores the Paragraph
MUST BE AT LEAST 8 SENTENCES

Headingtc "Heading"
Is the heading correct?  You can lose the usual ten points for the assignment if it is not.  
Titletc "Title"
Is it different from the topic sentence?  You can lose five points for this. 
Hook
Is it a complete sentence, and is it really a topic sentence?  This is worth twenty-five points. Be careful.  You must use a hook to grab your reader’s attention.
Strong-verb sentencestc "Strong-verb sentences"
In the six middle sentences, are the verbs highlighted?  Are they all strong verbs?  Are they all different?  You will lose up to five points for incorrectly identifying the verbs.

“Dead” verbstc "Dead verbs"
Are there any in the middle six sentences?  Except in the topic sentence and the concluding sentence, you will lose two points for each “dead” verb used, for each strong verb that is repeated, and for each fragment (up to a total of 10 points)—one for each of the six sentences!

Sentence structuretc "Sentence structure"
Do all the sentences make sense?  Are all the sentences complete sentences (not fragments)?  You can lose up to five points for this error.

Concluding sentencetc "Concluding sentence"
Is it different from the first sentence?  Does it wrap up the entire paragraph, or is it just another sentence?  You can lose another five points here.

Spellingtc "Spelling"
Are there any misspelled words?  You will lose five points for each, up to 25 points, so be careful and check! Be smart.  Consult a dictionary, a spell-checker, or a parent.

Capitals

Are there any capitalization errors? You will lose three points for each, up to 15 points. Be careful and check! 

Transition Words

Remember, these are not only used at the beginning of paragraphs. They are also used within your paragraphs to make your sentences flow together. Are they highlighted? Did you use any dead transitions? You can lose two points each, up to 10 points for this! Use your transition list!
Extra points

You can earn five extra points if your paragraph is typed, two extra points for each vocabulary word correctly used and circled (up to 10 points), two extra points for an exceptional hook, five extra points for using and circling a simile or metaphor, and five extra points if the paragraph is really original, exceptionally well written, especially amusing, or otherwise distinguishes itself. 

Topic Choices:

I am a very special person…

A time when someone has made you very angry

Your favorite sport, time of year, thing to do after school
